that all even of the adults would listen, and that all even of
those who did, would do anything more than hear, he was
too well acquainted with human nature to expect.
A woman in humble life was asked one day on the way
back from church, whether she had understood the sermon;
a stranger had preached, and his discourse resembled one
of Mr. Bacon's neither in length nor depth. ' Wud I hae the
persumption ?' was her simple and contented answer. The
quality of the discourse signified nothing to her; she had
done her duty as well as she could, in hearing it; and she
went to her house justified rather than some of those who
had attended to it critically; or who had turned to the text
in their Bibles when it was given out.
'Well, Master Jackson,' said his Minister, walking home-
ward after service, with an industrious labourer, who was a
constant attendant; 'well, Master Jackson, Sunday must be
a blessed day of rest for you, who work so hard all the week !
And you make a good use of the day, for you are always to
be seen at Church !' 'Ay, Sir,' replied Jackson, 'it is indeed
a blessed day; I works hard enough all the week, and then I
comes to Church o' Sundays, and sets me down, and lays
my legs up, and thinks o' nothing.'
'Let my candle go out in a stink, when I refuse to confess
from whom I have lighted it.'1 The author to whose little
book* I am beholden for this true anecdote, after saying
'Such was the religion of this worthy man,'justly adds, 'and
such must be the religion of most men of his station.
Doubtless, it is a wise dispensation that it is so. For so it
has been from the beginning of the world, and there is no
visible reason to suppose that it can ever be otherwise.'
'In spite,' says this judicious writer, 'of all the zealous
wishes and efforts of the most pious and laborious teachers,
the religion of the bulk of the people must and will ever be
little more than mere habit, and confidence in others. This
must of necessity be the case with all men, who, from defect
of nature or education, or from other worldly causes, have
not the power or the disposition to think; and it cannot be
disputed that the far greater number of mankind are of this
class. These facts give peculiar force to those lessons which
1 Fuller.           2 Few Words on many Subjects.
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